
Synopsis
Strange things have been happening on the banks 
of the magical Loch Ness. When Morag reluctantly 
accepts a gift of pearls from a mysterious kelpie, the 
lives of Torquil, herself and the magical water-horse 
become entwined with fantastical consequences. 

Is Morag really a witch? And what happened to her 
by Loch Ness? Only Torquil and Alasdair the Trapper 
know, and they cannot tell for secret reasons of their 
own…

By bringing together three worlds: traditional highland 
life, greedy and materialistic modern society and the 
mythological, Mollie Hunter weaves a magical and 
poignant story about friendship and the relationship 
between humans and nature.  

The Project
This is the first title in the new children’s imprint: 
Merchiston Kids, from Merchiston Publishing. Edited, 
designed and marketed by students of Edinburgh 
Napier University and published in association with the 
Edward Clark Trust.

Merchiston Publishing is a not-for-profit publisher, 
which promotes classic Scottish literature to young 
readers.

Author
Mollie Hunter is a popular Scottish writer of 
children’s fiction. She has published over 30 
titles worldwide and delighted many children 
with her magical tales inspired by Scottish 
folklore. Previous books include: Escape from 
Loch Leven and The Stronghold, for which 
she won the Carnegie Medal in 1974. 

Marketing Effort
Our core market is 8-11 year olds. Therefore, 
we will be marketing the title to Primary P5 
class teachers. Keeping classroom needs in 
mind we have included: a glossary, reading 
questions and information on Scottish 
folklore. 

Visit  
www.thekelpiespearls.wordpress.com

for information about:  
Book Launch,  
Teaching materials,  
Fun games and activities for children

or email us on
MSc.Publishing.Napier@gmail.com 
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Key Selling Points

Full colour front cover illustraton by • 
local artist (tbc) and further illustrations 
throughout.

Additional material includes: A fun history • 
and description of the Kelpie, Glossary, 
Afterword and Author Biography. 

Originally published in 1964 and now out • 
of print, this story is a magical classic 
revitalised and reborn. 

A magical waterhorse, a lonely boy and an old woman with a 
mysterious secret come together for an incredible adventure in this 

modern take on Scottish folklore.  


